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WINE ADVOCATE #221
–Luis Gutierrez 

This has to be among the best white wines from Spain. 
– 2012 Dominio del Àguila Blanco

This is certainly the most exciting new project in Ribera del Duero and 
I have the feeling the best is yet to come. A name to keep in your radar 
screens if you’re interested in the appellation. – Dominio del Àguila

This could very well be the best crianza ever produced at Monasterio.  
– 2012 Hacienda Monasterio Crianza

They are, year in and year out, among the best and most reliable wines 
from Ribera del Duero – Hacienda Monasterio

This is one of the most exciting new projects in the Duero zone. – Galia
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94 It’s still a baby full of  aromas of  sweet spices, cinnamon and vanilla, also cloves and black peppercorns over the core 
of  ripe plums, black cherries and a smoky, still oaky character. It has sweeter tannins and it is more accessible right 
now than the 2013 PS because it is rounder and fleshier.

2012 AALTO PS

95 ...there are violets, bright cherries and fresher fruit than in other vintages, showing more of  the character of  the place 
and the grape. It’s very open, hedonistic, aromatic and showy. It’s very young and accessible, but I’d wait a little to get 
the edges nicely polished by the bottle. It should have a long life ahead and a nice development.

2013 AALTO PS

93 The nose has a combination of  red and black fruit, spicy aromas and a sense of  freshness, with even some violets. 
The palate is medium to full-bodied, with very fine tannins, abundant but well padded by juicy fruit, good acidity and 
freshness. This is a lot more fluid and balanced, with better-integrated oak than in the past.

2013 AALTO

RIBERA DEL DUERO:
MORE OF THE SAME
Luis Gutierrez – Wine Advocate #221, October 30, 2015

Old vines in Aguilera – one of the top sites for Aalto



P L A C E  OV E R  P R O C E S S

92 This 2013 had a shorter aging in barrel than the previous years and they also used a smaller percentage of  new o 
ak. The nose is fresh with an Atlantic, cool, herbal twist, representing the vintage, a year with a shorter vegetative 
cycle in the shape of  red and black wild berries with some floral hints.

2013 DOMINIO DEL ÀGUILA PICARO TINTO

92+ Even if  it’s hard to believe, this wine is still too young... and it now smells and tastes like a white wine with incredible 
minerality. It still has some red fruit in the nose and it will develop greatly in bottle, and show its minerality, that for 
now is only perceivable on the palate, the acidity is lively and the finish is so tasty it turns almost salty.

2013 DOMINIO DEL ÀGUILA PICARO CLARETE

94 The nose is very Burgundian with a Castilian accent, with leesy aromas, earthy and mineral, while the flowers and 
yellow fruit are in the background. Albillo does produce powerful whites that can, at the same time, be very mineral, 
with tension, and this one is simply outstanding, very long and fresh, incredibly mineral and, almost salty. 

2012 DOMINIO DEL ÀGUILA BLANCO

94+ The nose is aromatic, quite showy, with ripe cherries and black raspberries, some smoky and oak aromas. The palate 
is somehow austere, with those chalky tannins from the soils and juicy fruit, quite balanced with a clear Ribera del 
Duero character, slightly earthy, call it rustic if  you want. This has the stuffing and balance to age nicely in bottle.

2012 DOMINIO DEL ÀGUILA RESERVA

96 The nose is incredibly perfumed with notes of  violets, wild berries and plenty of  Asian spices; it is quite heady, 
properly ripe (without excess), complex and very showy. The palate is velvety but with chalky tannins that cling to 
your teeth and make it very tasty with an austere minerality. There is great freshness and gobsmacking balance.

2010 DOMINIO DEL ÀGUILA PEÑAS ALADAS GRAN RESERVA



P L A C E  OV E R  P R O C E S S

94 There are no traces of  the barriques and the nose took me to the Riberas of  yesteryear, with some subtle rusticity; 
it’s ripe without excess and there’s good balance between fruit, spices and perhaps something earthy. The palate is 
extremely balanced, medium-bodied with very fine tannins, tasty, approachable and long. 

2012 HACIENDA MONASTERIO CRIANZA

90 It somehow feels oakier than the 2012 despite having been in bottle for longer, with a lactic note that gives it a forest 
fruits yogurt feeling, combined with sweet spices and a touch of  smoke. The palate shows some chunky tannins and 
a slightly warm finish. A ripe and heady Villacreces.

2011 FINCA VILLACRECES

92 It took time to unfurl aromas of  red and black cherries, subtle spices, and hints of  elegance and complexity. The 
palate is medium-bodied with very fine tannins and good acidity, making it quite enjoyable and accessible.

2012 FINCA VILLACRECES

92 The 2011 Reserva has a jammy nose with notes of  toffee-caramel, very ripe plums and cherries without being 
overripe. It’s an opulent, ripe, hedonistic Ribera with a medium-bodied palate; it’s more fluid than I expected, nicely 
textured and rich without excess. A ripe, showy reserva. 

2011 HACIENDA MONASTERIO RESERVA

95 Perfumed and fresh with aromas of  orange peel, raspberries, red cherries and some roasted notes in the background. 
It also has some character of  the Riberas of  yesteryear. This 2010 is not a shy wine, but feels extremely balanced. The 
tannins are there, abundant and fine-grained, but there’s good freshness to compensate them...

2010 HACIENDA MONASTERIO RESERVA ESPECIAL

The chalky soils of Hacienda Monasterio
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92 it is quite an impressive wine with aromatic complexity, and the nose turns from white flowers and underbrush to 
creamier notes including some nutty aromas from its time in barrel - developing spicy hints of  white pepper. This is a 
very original blend, a white full of  character with a sharp palate (no malo in 2013), but with good volume.

2013 ALVAR DE DIOS VAGUERA

90 The oak is nicely integrated into the wine, and the nose shows ripe berries and some earthy notes. The palate is 
medium-bodied with very nice balance, fine tannins and good acidity; it is sleek, polished, approachable and easy to 
drink.

2011 VETUS VETUS

90+ It follows the house profile of  clean, sleek, polished wines with nicely integrated oak and a gentle mouthfeel, with 
very good freshness and acidity; it is lively and very pleasant. This is a special cuvée matured exclusively in Darnajou 
barrels.

2013 VETUS CELSUS

TORO:
WINDS OF CHANGE
Luis Gutierrez – Wine Advocate #221, October 30, 2015

94 It combines aromas of  raspberries, violets, orange peel, herbs, fine spices and soil with a sharp profile; it is only 
medium-bodied with fine tannins that Alvar thinks come from the sandy soils, giving it a completely different 
personality compared to most Toro reds. It is fresher, more elegant and highly drinkable.

2013 ALVAR DE DIOS ACIANO

Pastoral Toro – younger vines at Vetus
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90 This 2012 feels riper when compared with 2013; it is more voluptuous with some aromas of  black cherries, hints of  
spices and keeping the floral notes in the background. The palate is medium to full-bodied, with some grainy tannins 
that could do with some food. The palate is fresher than what you expect from the nose.

2012 QUINTA SARDONIA QS2

91 It’s very floral, with bright cherries, some notes of  peach, with very little or no influence from the oak, becoming a 
little spicy with time in the glass. The palate is medium-bodied and soft, with very fine tannins and good freshness, 
acidity and overall balance; it is approachable and easy to drink. Super! This was the real surprise of  the tasting...

2013 QUINTA SARDONIA QS2

94  It has aromas of  violets, red and black cherries, hints of  apricots and even some orange peel. The palate is medium 
to full-bodied with fine, chalky tannins, moderate acidity and a slight bitterness in the finish. This is a superb, serious, 
mineral red that should improve in bottle.

2012 QUINTA SARDONIA QS

THE DUERO:
INFLUENCED REGIONS
Luis Gutierrez – Wine Advocate #221, October 30, 2015

Dusk at Quinta Sardonia – one vineyard but 14 variations of limestone soil



P L A C E  OV E R  P R O C E S S

95 The showy violets and blueberries are all here, augmented by blood orange peel, exotic spices and mineral freshness. 
One year in bottle has made it good, and although still young and quite primary, it feels even better integrated and 
evolving at a glacial pace. This is a most impressive, elegant, aromatic, mineral and balanced wine.

2012 GALIA GALIA

94+ This is again extremely fresh, floral, almost citric, open, exuberant, elegant and harmonious with no traces of  oak 
whatsoever. Here it is spicier with a faint herbal touch. This is an awesome value.

2013 GALIA GALIA

91  I hear Jérôme Bougnaud talk about ‘clarete’ rather than rosé - as a wine that needs time. There are some herbal 
aromas. The palate feels more like a white wine, sharp and mineral, intense with acidity and tension; it has a superb 
palate. It might sound weird, but this wine needs time in bottle and should develop nicely...

2014 GALIA GALIA ROSADO

94 The characteristic of  this wine is always a floral, exuberant and expressive nose, but with volume, nice acidity and 
much finer tannins than in previous vintages, which makes it approachable yet powerful. There are fine spices and 
something earthy, a little mealy and malty, really showy and expressive. This is an elegant, really impressive Arlanza.

2012 OLIVIER RIVIÈRE VIÑAS DEL CADASTRO

Olivier Rivière in one of his vineyards


