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A Good Glass of Wine - March 2009
6 Favorite Wine Regions Plus Affordable Sparkling Wine Picks

FAVORITE RED WINE REGION

1. Wini: Chile’s Central Valley
Chile’s $10 bottles remain delightfully drinkable weeknight quaffs. The pleasure-to-price ratio really takes off, however, when you grab a moderately
priced Merlot, Cabernet Sauvignon or Syrah. Try the irresistibly layered Marques de Casa Concha 2006 Cabernet Sauvignon ($21).

2. Charles: Bordeaux, France

The spellbinding aromas of top Bordeaux reds make them almost as fun for the nose as they are for the palate. And many Bordeaux wines provide
off-the-chart pleasures at attainable prices. Chateau Siran 2005 ($35) hails from the Margaux sub-region, known for wines of elegance,
age-worthiness and beguiling bouquets.

FAVORITE WHITE WINE REGION

3. Wini: Alsace, France
Lush with pure orchard fruit and enlivened by a citrusy spark, Alsace’s elegant Rieslings and Pinot Gris brim with balance and finesse. Try the crisp,
fruity and fragrant Hugel 2007 Riesling ($23).

4. Charles: Loire Valley, France

I'm nuts about the region’s Chenin Blanc-based Vouvray and Montlouis, as well as Sancerre—made exclusively from Sauvignon Blanc and often
featuring scents of fresh-cut flowers, herbs and wet stones. Embark on a luscious Loire exploration with Pascal Jolivet’s 2007 Sancerre($25).
FAVORITE U.S. WINE REGION

5. Wini: Willamette Valley, Ore.

Wine hounds adore the Willamette Valley’s Pinot Noirs, but I'm also smitten by the region’s Pinot Gris. These wines have a creamy roundness—but
without heavy buttery-oaky notes. Try Ponzi Vineyards 2007 Willamette Valley Pinot Gris ($17) with its pear, melon and lemon notes.

6. Charles: Walla Walla, Wash.

With access to fruit from both the Walla Walla and greater Columbia Valley regions, Walla Walla-based winemakers pick and choose among the best

wine grapes in the Northwest. A textbook example is LEcole KNo. 41's 2006 Columbia Valley Syrah ($24). And its 2006 Seven Hills Vineyard Estate
Merlot ($36), made from superlative Walla Walla grapes, is likely to ace even the most demanding wine lover’s final exam.

FAVORITE AFFORDABLE SPARKLING WINE

Wini: Roederer Estate Anderson Valley Brut ($23): Made in the crisp, vivid and toasty-dry style of fine French Champagne—but sans the lavish price
tag.

Charles: 2004 Gramona Gran Cuvée Cava ($18): An arduously
long aging regimen contributes to this stylish mélange of
citrus, spice and toasted nut flavors.



